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#HowlResist: A
Campaign Dedicated
to the Voices and
Visibility of the
Nigerian LGBT

In a collaborative effort, a
number of LGBT young
Nigerians came together to
lend their voices to a
campaign  engineered to

provide visibility to the

Nigerian LGBT
community.
They are young

professionals.  They are
people in relationships.
They are individuals with
struggles. They love. They

live.

And every day of their lives, they resist.

They resist the prevarication that they are living a lifestyle or
that they are demon-possessed or in need of spiritual guidance.
They resist the unjust laws that seek to shut them in as prisoners
or shut them out in the shadows. They resist the fellow
countrymen and women who seek to invalidate them. They

resist the lies that they do not matter.
They resist by daring to live authentically and love without fear.

They resist from a place of shadows, but they resist all the same.

In their everyday lives, they tell you: “I am here.”

Over the next several days, there'll be photo updates put up that
marks the #HowlIResist campaign, a campaign which is a
response to prejudice, a determination of survival, and a
statement of the fact that there are people among us who just

want to live and let live.
—Walter Uche Ude

Curator
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Introduction

I can change the story. I am the story.

—Jeanette Winterson, The Powerbook

In this century truth has become fiercely
personal, its subjectivity and multiplicity
celebrated through debate. On the one hand
rests the power of an individual to say, I am,
therefore it is true; and on the other hand,
from wider society, comes the response that
says, Of course you are, but we don’t have to
believe it, or care. One is thus tempted to lose
hope in the concept of a universal truth—a
truth that concludes once and for all
polarizing conversations that should never
have arisen in the first place. The first thing
that strikes you about the generous

contributors to this book of declarations is the

personalization of what should be everybody’s
truth , almost as though the validness of gays,
lesbians and bisexuals is the business of queer

people alone.

Be that as it may, when it comes to
truth, someone has to begin the process of
owning and insisting on it until it becomes
commonly owned and taken for granted.

In January 2014, Nigeria woke up to a
baffling new law, the Same-Sex Marriage
Prohibition Act: LGBT persons now risked
jail time of up to 14 years. The law had been
signed at the twilight of the previous year

(December 2013), a development that



somehow didn’t make the news until a few
weeks later, as though its diabolism was the
most inconsequential thing. In the scrambled
LGBT community, the new law was greeted
with panic; there were stories of hurriedly
cancelled dates, deleted hookup apps, and
unfriended Facebook contacts. The debates
around the new legislation were often hesitant
and analytical with the legalese; and they
skirted around the heartbeat of queer people
themselves. Very little was said of the agency
of homosexuals and bisexuals, the autonomy
of their bodies, and their right to refuse to
debate the validity of their being.

But that has changed a bit now, as the
#HowlResist campaign shows. Since 2014,
the conversation around queer people has
refused to die down. In an era of peak
television from Hollywood, where one can—
in every show—expect to find at least one
LGBT character (ranging from the show

regulars to the minor), more and more queer

people in Nigeria are beginning to see that
there is a destination, a life, outside of
heterosexist restrictions. There is now an
increased impatience with homophobia, an
eagerness to embrace dignity, a reluctance to
please, and a re-evaluation of the moral
standards to which we had earlier held
heterosexual allies.

The bisexuals, lesbians and gays—
women and men—who have shared their
stories in this campaign sneer at conformity,
are unapologetic about the specificity of their
experience and the insularity of their
interpretation of same, and they choose to
recall themselves—their beings—from the
spaces that have shamed and battered them.
In just a few lines, they have left a message for
Nigerian society—that if it expects total
silence and cowering from them, it would

have to wait a really long time.

—Absalom
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" I resist by ne thing that
gives me joy: writing.
It is (I suspect) how I survived secondary
school: no matter how cruel the homophobic
insults from my mates got, no matter that I had
just one friend whose love I could really count on.
Knowing that I had my imagination (my very own
thing that no one could take away from me)
comforted me; and I knew, even back then, that all
the loneliness, all the stress, will, one day, be over. "

. }. ’f"m - Absalom
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#HowlIResist

" In 2011, I told my
mum [ liked boys.

She was petrified.

But that didnt stop her
from giving me the
best in education,

the care, the love...

I was faced with challenges
back then. But I resist, with
the support of my family.

If my family accepts me, I'm
sure the world should accept
me as well. "

- Alex
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"My story is a complex one,
with a scary heterosexual
engagement, a painful breakup,
and finding love. -
I started my journey of truth

a few months ago, and it's

been one hell of a journey.

But I do not regret any bit of it.
I am a queer Nigerian woman
and owning my truth has been
the best part of my life."

- Asa
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